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Presentation to B.C Legislative Standing 
Committee on Finance and Government Services 

 
5:05 pm Oct ob e r 14, 2009 Princ e Georg e (Ramada Hotel) 

 

Good afternoon.  My name is John Bowma n.  I am the President of the College of New 
Caledoni a and with me is Bruce Suther land, the Chair of the CNC Board of Gover nor s. 
 
To begin, we want to thank the Committ ee for coming to Prince Geor ge.  
 
We appr eciat e this oppor t unit y to shar e with you our thought s regar ding the 2010/11 
budget and gover nm ent funding and pol icy for the post-secondar y educat ion syst em 
 
During the next few minut es we would like to do three things. . .  
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Provincial Funding for Colleges

The Colleg e of New Caledo nia has celebr at ed our 40 th  Anniver sar y this year, and 2009 
has been a banner year for our inst it ut ion. 
 
In April, the provincial and feder al gover nm ent s announ ced fundin g for CNC under the 
“Knowl edg e Infr astr uct ur e Progr am ” totaling near ly $30 Milli on for the const r uct ion of a 
new Techn i cal Educat i on Centre Buildin g here in Prince Geor ge (at a cost of $19.6 
milli on) and for the complet ion of the Phase II expansio n of the Nort h Cariboo 
Communit y Campus in Quesnel (for $9.8 milli on). 
 
These new and expa n ded facilit i e s will great l y enance CNC’s cap ac it y to deliver high 
prior it y progr am m ing. 
 
For the 2009/10 fiscal year, the oper at ing grant funding provided to CNC by the Minist r y 
of Advance d Educat io n incr ease d by a total of $1.6 million (or + 5.8%) and the funding 
received from the ITA has been incr eased by $764,000 (+18%) to enabl e add it iona l 
appr ent ice ship and trades found at ions clas ses to be deliver ed.    
 
So year over year, CNC has bene f it ed from an incr ease in provincia l funding suppor t 
totaling appr oxim at e ly $2.4 millio n. These addit ion al resour ces have been great ly 
needed and are being put to very good use.   
 
This year we have exp er ienced a dram at ic incr ease in applic at ion levels for most 
progr am m ing areas.  In Sept em ber, our Prince Geor ge Campus recor ded an 11.4 
percent incr ease in student head count enrol m ent s 
 
In 2009/10, CNC’s full-time equiva lent enrolm ent s for the year will grow by 12-15 
percent and wil l exc e ed 4,000 FTE across all campus es for the first time in our hist or y. 
 
We want to note, that whi le ther e have been some provincial fund in g reduct ion s in cert ain 
areas (most signif icant ly in the Annual Capita l Allowanc e funds for build ing mai nt enance and 
small facilit i es proj ect s), the over all base ope r at ing fundi ng level set in the Februar y budge t 
has been preser ved in the Sept em ber Updat e. 
 
We are happy that the provincia l gover nm ent has recognized the impor t ance of cont inuin g to 
provide stable invest m ent in the base oper at i ons of colle ges in 2009/10. 
 
We recognize the const r aint s that the gover nm ent faces given the econom ic downt ur n.  
 
Over the next year, CNC looks forwar d to working clo sely with local and pro vincia l 
stakeholde r s to ensure that the impor t ant educat ion and training role we pla y in this region 
cont inues to be recognized and that the necessar y progr am s and services are availa ble to 
resident s in the Central Inter ior and Nort h of the provinc e. 
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Recommendations

1. Maint aini ng the invest m ent in provincia l coll e ges for 2010/11 and beyond will be crit ical 
for the Province to have the highl y skilled workf or ce to meet both curr ent and futur e 
econom ic and labour needs.   
 
We ther ef or e urge this Committ ee and the Provinci al Gover nm ent to cont inue to 
preser ve and enhanc e funding provided to the BC College syst em in the 2010/11 
budget.  Any reduct ions to college s’ funding wil l have a negat ive im pact on access to 
progr am s and services and our abilit y to suppor t the econom ic recover y. 

 

2. We recomm end that a review of the provinci al gover nm ent ’s “Tuit ion Limit Policy” 
be complet ed by March 1, 2010 in order that it may allow for greater equit y 
across the province - among and within types of inst it ut ions and by progr am 
types.   

 
The extent to which smaller rural inst it ut ions are heavily dependent on provinci al 
funding for a major it y of their oper at ing revenues shoul d also be reflect ed in a revised 


