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Introduction 

The College of New Caledonia is pleased to publish this record of Captain East's 

experiences during the latter stages of World War II. As a Bomb Disposal Offieer, East had 

the unusual assignment of searching out and disarming Japanese "balloon bombs" which 

appeared in the skies over north-central British Columbia in early 1945. 

While there were elose to 300 confirmed sightings of Japanese balloons over North 

America, relatively few were reeovered - adding significance to those that were found in 

the loeal area. East describes the reeovery of balloons near Takla Landing, Fort Babine, 

Cedarvale, the Rauch Valley and Chilko Lake, as well as evidence found in other locations 

(a bomb, paper fragments) and a variety of other investigations. 

In addition to providing us with first-hand information about the balloons -their size, 

constmetion, armament and apparent purpose East also gives us a wonderful account of 

the trips he 
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Blue Paper was the code term for Japanese halloons that were sighted in flight. 

Theywere 35 feet in diameter, with a total heightof75 feet. The term Paper was used 

because theywere made of rice paper. Theywere coded Blue while in flight and ,",,'hite 

when they were known to be grounded. The term White was applied because of the 

vast white terrain of North America in early 1945, when they were first discovered as 

an ingenious type of air invasion of our continent. 

I recently found a long envelope in the bottom of an old trunk, con taining an 

army file marked "Top Secret." ''''bile 

an an S e c r e t . "  
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presumed that many functioned as was intended and were never seen, because of their 

altitude. A few large pieces of balloon envelope were found which verified this. All 

of the ones we found had hecome grounded because of some malfunction where the 

dropping sequence had been interrupted for some unexplained reason. In this state 

they were particularly dangerous, expecially where the battery remained active. 

Three of those we found were suspended high in trees and had to be got down before 

they could be rendered safe to handle. 

With all of the explosive charges involved, we could never understand why we 

never encountered booby traps, which could have been so easily devised by even an 

amateur in electronics and explosives. 
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The Center in Ottawa had shipped me a huge insulated box of equipment and 

containers in which we 
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As he swung over the ridge, the whole country to the north was socked in solid, 

so he wheeled around and headed back. "Okay, fellows," he said. "Let's go back 



White Paper -Japanese BaJloons of 



"Vhite Paper -



,,,bite Paper -Japanese Balloons of World War Two 

North of Takla Landing 
Bear Lake Wmter Trail 

The aut/WI" near the Yakla balloon site 
February 1945 
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Pick-up from Talda Lake 

RC.A.F. Norseman Aircnift and Dog-team Transport 
Left tv Right: 

Author, Pilot, Lt. Jim NichoL. and Olaf Bjornren 
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had located the halloon. Later the same afternoon, Corporal Smith (Smitty) and I set 

out on snowshoes and went directly to it, following landmarks I had located from the 

air. 

The balloon was hung in a group of tall poplar trees, with the relief valve and a 

maze of rope trailing in the snow below. The chandelier and control gear were 

missing and 
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Balloon at Fort Babine 

Sergeant Smith and Balwon .,·u,peruJed from a treetop. Located ea.,t of Fort Babine. 
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had anose for finding parts. There was a box of junk in their storeroom that contained 

parts of an old washing machine. In it, he found a spring. Its size and compression 

matched that of the engine almost exactly. By noon it was all re-assembled and it ran 

perfectly. Smitty's admittance to heaven was assured from that moment on. I had a 

letter from the Cunninghams a few months later - it was a boy, and the engine was 

still running. 

The Airforce plane arrived the following afternoon, after a long and 

arduous trip. They were supposed to have gone to Takla 

ardu
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We on Iy averaged about 30 rn iles an hour and i t was getting dark wben we arrived 

in Burns Lake. We went into the only hotel to look at their accommodation. 1t was 

a fire trap and we decided to go on. 

The night turned cold and as we passed Houston on our way tm'lards Smithers, 

our engine started heating up. The radiator was low, so we broke the ice of a pothole 

and filled it with a shovel which was all we had to bail with. We refilled it twice more 

before we got to Smithers. It was 1:00 a.m. when we arrived at the old hotel. There 

was no one around, so we helped ourselves to room keys and went to bed. I told my 

men I wanted to be on the road by 6:00 a.m. There was still no one around in the 

morning, so we left money for the 
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On Old Skeena Road 

Author, right, and Sergeant Morgan in coat, 
on old highway near New Hatelron. 
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must 
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immediately found a piece of a clear plastic box, then two more pieces. Apparently 

the battery box had broken up, but there was no sign of the battery. 

The heel of my snowshoe snagged something and I looked back at a black object 

now projecting from the snow. With my hands, I dug the snow from it, to 
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Ceder vale Balloon 

Balloon rurperukd in roll trees ea,t of Cedaruale. 
Note c/u1rIdelier with two bombs attached on rop afsmall 
tree upper center. Round objects are sandbags of ballast. 
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of this thing they expect us to bring out and then we can work out a plan for taking 

it down. Commander Borradaile has said that if we ever get into a situation like this, 

we should phone him direct, so I'll see ifI can get through to him." 

It was dark by the time we crossed the river back to the C.N. station and later that 

evening I tried to get that phone call through on the C.N. phone line. After a lot of 

explanations to operators at several division �p�o�i�n�t�~�,� I finally got through as far as 

Winnipeg. There, an operator blocked my call, demanding details I could not give 

him, so he cut me off. I then tried Prince Rupert with similar difficulties, but finally 

got them to connect me �,�,�~�t�h� the National Defence phone system and from there, I 

got Operations in Vancouver. I was finally connected �'�\�,�~�t�h� a senior officer who 

obviously knew about the balloon situation. Evidently he was called from his evening 

revelry, as he started to expound his rank right away. He told me I was out of my area 

and that the search had been called off. When I told him we bad found the Paper and 

three UX.B.s (unexploded bombs), he changed his attitude and insisted that 

everything must he brought out. He said in didn't have all my safety equipment with 

me, J should take the consequences. "Everything must be brought out. THAT IS AN 

ORDER." I was hurning under tbe collar when he hung up on me. I never did know 

who r was talking to, but I was in the army and he evidently knew what the operation 

was all about. 

Again I had to rely on Corporal Smi th for my plan of action. He was a versatile 

and ingenious type, having once been a trapper in the north and also a high rigger 

in a logging operation. I needed the high rigger type now and we had the necessary 

equipment with us, including climbing spurs and rope, as well as about a hundred 

pounds of other equipment we had to anticipate a need for. We arranged with George 

to bring a horse up in the afternoon to haul the load out. We then put on our 

snowshoes, slung our packs and headed ad 
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been pulled out, 80 those two born bs are anned." He clim bed higher, tben continued. 

"It's all suspended hy ropes and there's only one branch of that tree carrying anything. 

IfI can get up to one of those ropes, I may be able to pull it clear so that you can cut 

the tree down." 

A minute later he called down from high up in the treetop. "I've got a line onto 

that rope. I'll try to cinch it over to the tree. Look out helow." 

Slowly, the chandelier slid from the branch of the small tree. As it i>wung clear, 

itrocked precariously and the bombs sv,'ayed in their the if2 00Tf
0.05 8Tjow352.37 590.04 Tm
(Look )Tj
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we brought it home in the caboose of a freight train the next day. We followed this 

with an air search of the area and the mountains presumed to be downwind, for more 

than to 
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I told Smitty of the decision and I thought he was going to break down. He 

turned toward the door. "For Christ's sake, Sir, I thought you were going to throw the 

book at me! \Vhoopee!" 

Thatafternoon, I came into the fron t office wbere our civilian girl stenographers 

and accountant worked. The Staff Sergeant and the Sergeant Major were both 

looking on, and all of them were bursting \\~th laughter. Our new Sergeant Smith, 

already with his new stripe on his tunic, but wearing a black beret and hip \-\'aders 

turned down below his knees, glided across the room on the tips of his toes. His nose 

pointed upward toward his hand, which was raised straight above him. The other 

hand extended outward, v.~th his little finger cocked at a sophisticated angle. At the 

end of his glide, he raised one knee and spun on the tip of one toe, like a professional 

ballerina. When I could control my own voice, I called, "Sergeant Smith, whatis going 

on here?" He looked around atme. "Sorry Sir, we didn't know 
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The Pacific operations against the japanese were being accelerated and it was 

believed that, when left on its own,japan could resort to desperation tactics involving 

germ warfare, possibly as a last resort deterrent against its enemies. Our oVon 

intelligence ha(intellig7tit )Tj
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always came 
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spread over five sixty foot high poplar and jackpine trees. All the ropes fonned a 

tangled mass through the branches and the chandelier hung about thirty feet above 

the ground. On it, we could see one bomh and about a dozen sandbags. I told Smitty 

and Corporal Maxwell to stay back while I made an inspection of the ground around 

it. I almost tripped over a bomb in some low brush. Evidently it had fallen from the 

balloon when it became tangled in the trees. It was fullyanned buthadfallen in a deep 

hed of moss and leaves sufficient to cushion its fall and prevent detonation. We had 

enough experience with these incendiaries to know that they could be handled safely 

as long as they were carried horizontally. 

A half hour of studywith binoculars revealed that this one was a replica of all the 

others we had encountered, with one exception the fuse leading to the demolition 

charge had been cut \\1.th a knife or other sharp instrument. This meant that the 

charge ",-jth its detonator was intact. From the lack of debris on the ground, it was 

evident that the battery 'was still intact. From the cut fuse, it was possihle that the 

charge could have been wired up electrically. This meant checking before anything 

was touched. Iclimbed a tree to where Icouldgetabove itandexamineitmore closely. 

The hattery and demolition charge were intact but it was a safety fuse type detonator 

and the cut fuse was clearly visible, so everything appeared to be safe. 

We got the whole balloon and its geardo\\'11 \\1.thoutanyproblems, but the tangle 

of shroud lines took us over an hourto getfree. The three of us were up in the treetops 

like a family of squirrels. The police corporal was in the top of one tree, a jackpine 

that swayed menacingly under his weight. Sergeant Smith was in the top of a big 

poplar some twenty feet away, while I was in the top of another. Smitty and the 

Corporal were both trying to free the same set of ropes when Smitty called out in 

jubilation. "Oh boy, all my life I've waited for a chance to get a cop up a tree. Now 

I've got one." He pulled on the ropes, causing Corporal Maxwell's tree to sway to and 

fro, while the Corporal shouted about all the things he would do to Smitty ifhe ever 

found him on a dark night. We got the balloon dow87.57 Tmon 
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Smilty rigged the charge for rlemolition using a half slick of 808 H.E. that he always 

seemed to be able to smuggle along 
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We started up the lake at about 6:00 a.m. and by 9:00 we had arrived at the 

balloon, after a half mile trip up a swampy creek full of brush and beaver swamps. I 

recognized it to be an American Met balloon. It hung in some spruce trees with 

shroud lines trailing to the ground. "'hat our prospector had seen and mistaken for 

some type of bomb was a pack of drycell batteries used to power the transmitter that 

provided weather information from a small pack of instruments. A moose had 

stepped on the battery case, exposing the block of dry cells. The trademark 
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George base by evening. 

There was another similar incident \\<;th anAmerican weather balloon which was 

found about forty miles south of Vanderhoof on the old telegraph trail. It only took 

us a day to complete the trip, but it cost us two jeep tires. The old trail, over seventy 

years old, had apparen tly never had a grader on it, being in most places just four deep 

ruts between grass-covered ridges. Sharp glacial rocks projected from the sides of 

each rut and the width of the jeep was just too narrow for the old wagon tracks. vVe 

had one £laton the trail and the othertire failed just as we arrived home. The side walls 

of each tire were in shreds. 

The balloon was similar to the one at Ahbou Lake, but we had to make ourway 

through nearly a mile of mosquito-infested swamp to reach 
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averaging about the size of a man's head. Typically, at the end of each ridge, there 

was a steep drop into a narrow ravine, then up onto another ridge, each directionally 

paralleling the others. The distance from Red Stone to Chilko Lake is only forty miles, 

but it took us four hours. 

In several places there were natural meadows, partly brush-covered and "'~th 

creeks running through them. At this time of the year, they were nearly dry but still 

better adaptable to a wagon than to a car. In these meadow areas, trails branched off 

in different directions leaving the main one hard to distinguish. Smittywas good at 

spotting Indian trail signs, a number of which had obviously been placed for our 

directions. At one place, we met a girl on a horse and asked directions from her. She 

simply pointed to the right road without a word. Nearer the lake, we met another 

horse and rider, this time a boy. He told us we had ahout two more miles to go and 

showed us the proper trail. 

We finally emerged from the jackpine-covered terrain to a river hank and to our 

surprise, met another car. It was highly polished and looked factory new. The driver 

WdS I~agle Lake Henry. I later learned that he had done some advertising work for the 

Ford Motor Company, being a colourful figure from the Chilcotin country, and that 

they had made him a present of the car. He used it to drive over the many miles of 

open range and meadows of the Chilko and Tatleoco Lakes country where he 

supervised tbe cattle and haying operations of other members of his hand. 

ltwas getting late and our day had been long enough, so he invited us to stay the 

night with him and his son in their river cahin. The hoy turned out to be the onewe 

had met along the trail earlier. It wa.~ a new log cabin Mth a good roof and shiplap 

1100r. There 'was one small stove and a table in one corner. We shared our canned 

food with them in exchange for some oftheir dried smoked salmon. He sprinkled the 

dry salmon with water, put it in the oven for a few minutes, and then broke it into 

pieces. It was surprisingly good. 

We all slept on the floor. They had their own bedrolls and we bad our light 

sleeping bags. That shiplap Hoor had warped in the sun before the roof was put on 

and was a bit hard to get used to, Mthout any form of mattress. I finally found a way 

to fil hip, shoulder and knee joints into the hollows between the joint, in the boards 
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and went to sleep. 

Eagle Lake Henry gave the immediate impression of being a very capable 

rancher and manager. He was not a fluent conversationalist, but when he talked, he 

showed that he was well-versed in his own business and in current world afl'airs. When thar8esso.omc 13.355 0103f
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""'bite Paper -Japanese Balloons of World War Two 

Balloon northeast of Chilko Lake 

Balloon chandelier with one bomb attached. 
Part of balloon envelope lies in background. 
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closed. 1 cooked some of that moose for two days, by gosh he's so tough you couldn't 

get a fork into the gravy." 

He told us stories of all the caribou up in the alpine country and of the wolves 

that usually followed them, "I never need any music in this country because every 

night those wolves, they make music yoost like an orchestra," 

That evening it rained and during the night it turned to snow, so that in the 

morningwe could see that the mountain side where we had to go was heavy wi th snow, 

Travel was wet and miserable and we were soon soaked through from the wet snow that 

hung on every bush tbat we had to push our way througb, As we climbed, the snow 

got deeper and our direction was bard to orient. Fog now settled down into !he 

canyon, making things more difficult. Finally, after about two hours, we found 

ourselves working along a steep ledge below a rock walL The ledge became narrower 

and the trees became shorter and finally disappeared, As the fog lifted a bit, we found 

ourselves on top of a vertical bluff about a hundred feet high, All we could do was 

backtrack and work our way down. Finally, the fog lifted enough for us to see where 

wewere, We had climbed higher than we realized and were in factata heightparaJlel 

to the toe of the glacier in the head of the gulch. There was about six inches of snow 

on the ground and covering all the brush and vine cedar. Each touch si 410.77 Tm
(We )Tj
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covered brush, we started to warm up. Legs and thighs that were nearly numb from 

the stinging cold soon hecame warm. Water sloshed in our shoes so we stopped to 

drain them and wring out our socks. We had brought our packs across the river when 

we crossed in the morning, so we were ready to start out. 

By the time we reached the'v"alleyin late afternoon, we were surprised to find that 

a good six inches of snow now covered the ground. Our clothes were nearly dry by the 

time we arrived at the house and a cup of hot coffee, well-spiked with rum, drove out 

any feeling of chill that remained in our legs. We had a long wait ahead for the 

passenger train which would pick us up at about eleven that night for the trip home. 

Larsen had chores to do and he suggested that Bill and I take a rifle each and 

go out along the river bank to see if we could get a deer, which should be easy to spot 

in the heavy snow that was now 

n i g h t  

31now 10ven 

snich 
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probablywould not have survived. Throughoutitall, we had to be constantly alert with 

a keen vigilance and ajustifiahle dread of what could be waiting. The much-dreaded 

bacteriological warfare never happened. 

There were no ribbons, medals or badges handed out to any of us, nor did we 

receive any recognition for the fact tha tour small group was the only operational force 

of the army in Canada in actual contact with enemy operations on Canadian soil. Our 

Colonel in the Vancouver Headquarters received the O.B.E. and a staff sergeant in his 

department received the M.B.E .. We, out in the wilderness of British Columbia, had 

all of the trips and excitement and now have all of the memories. 

There are two people in particular to whom lowe thanks for their help through 

these operations. First is Lieutenant Commander Robert Borradaile. R.C.N.V.R. He 

wa~ in Command of all Bomb disposal operations and training in Canada and the best 

of instructors that I have ever known. He tripped me in a verbal examination while 

questioning me on past instruction. To my first question, he gave his approv-al. To 

the second, he slopped me short, saying, "That's all for you." I questioned why. His 

answer was simple. "Because you're dead. Your answer was a mistake and in bomb 

disposal you must always remember that you are only allowed one mistake and it's all 

over. Don't forget - That's all for you, Captain." 
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Ahbou Lake 38-42 
Air force see Royal Canadian Air 

Force 
Alberta 31; see also Jasper 
Americans, weather balloons I, 

11, 40, 42; weather station at 
Takla 6; sent balloon samples 
24, 30; Hawaii 3; Michigan 2; 
New York 30; Oregon 2 

Arctic 3 
Babine see Fort Babine 
Balloons (Japanese), description 

1-4; reports or recoveries, 
Ahbou Lake 38-40, 42; 
Barkerville 31; Cedarvale 19-
30, 51; Chilako River area 31; 
Chilco Lake 42-46; Collins 
Lake 31; Dome Creek 30-31; 
Fort Smith 3; Fort Ware 31; 
Gang Ranch 31; Goat River 
48-51; Hawaii 3; Michigan 2; 
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Jasper 34. 46 
"lim" 39-41 
"Jones, Mr.t1 22 
Kamloops 31 
Kitwanga 22, 29 
Larsen, Nels 48-51 
Love, Lieutenant 31 
Maxwell, Corporal 35-36 
McBride 34-35, 38 
Michigan 2 
Middle River 5 
Missiles see ICBM 
Morgan, Sergeant 19, 21-22. 29, 

31 
Mount Robson 46-47 
Mullett, Sergeant 30-31 
Nagasaki 34 
Natives see Indians 
Navy see Royal Canadian Navy 

Volunteer Reserve 
New Hazelton 21. 29 
New York 30 
Nicbols, Jim (Lieutenant) 5-8, 

10-14, 31 
Norseman aircraft 5, 13-14, 34 
Northwest Territories 3 
Old Skeena Road 21 
Oregon 2 
Ottawa 3-4, 13, 33, 38; see also 

Bomb Disposal Centre 
Pinchi Lake 34 
Polarbear Scheme (RCAF) 18 
Police (B.C. Police, RCMP) 20, 30-

31. 33-35. 38, 44 
Prince George 4, 13, 19, 30, 34, 

4]-42, 51 
Prince Rupert 19-20, 26 
Quesnel 34, 38 
Rauch Valley 34-38 
RCAF see Royal Canadian Air 

Force 
RCMP see Police 
RCNVR see Royal Canadian Navy 

Volunteer Reserve 
Red Pass Junction 46-47 
Red Stone 42-43 
Rockets (V2) 33 

INDEX 

Royal Canadian Air Force 
(R.C.A.F.) 6, 14-15, 18-19. 31, 
34 

Royal Canadian Navy Volunteer 
Reserve (R.C.N.V.R.) 3, 52 

Saskatchewan 3 
Six Mile Lake 35 
Skeena valley 19; road 20; 

crossing 22 
Smith, W.V.L. ("Smitty"; 

Corporal; Sergeant) 13, 15-20, 
22-24, 26, 28-29, 32-36, 38-41, 
43, 46-47, 52 

Smithers 20 
"Smitty" see Smith, W.V.L. 
Stuart Lake 5-6 
Takla Lake 13, 15, 18 
Takla Landing 5-13, 29 
TatIa Lake 18 
Tatleoco Lakes 42-43 
Tremblcur 5 
U.S. see Americans 
V2 see Rockets 
Vancouver 13, 19, 26. 32. 34, 52 
Vanderhoof 6, 31, 42 
Ventura bomber 31 
Wales, Sergeant 38 
Weather, balloons I. II, 40. 42; 

station at Takla 6 
Williams Lake 44 
"White Paper" I 
Winnipeg 26 
Wolves 6-8, 12, 49-52 


