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undertook the project on behalf of the Prince George Oral History Group, using their consent 
form for Warren to sjgn. 
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of A-Z Wordsmith Services Ltd. of Prince George. The original tapes are on deposit at the 
Northern B.C. Archives at the University of NoJthem B.C. 

I edited the transcript for readability by deleting repetitive words and removing words that 
simply agreed with the previous statements such as "yea, right, OK" in order to preserve the 
continuity of the narrative. On occasion I [added words] to clarify the meaning of statemen£s. 

The photos I added at appropriate places in the text to illustrate what was being discussed in the 
narrative. 
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in March 2005. It describes his background and time in Prince George. It is available in libraries 
in Prince George, 
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Prince George Aviation History 
Warren Meyer Interview 

25 August 2006 

TAPE: SIDE ONE 

SEDGWICK: My Dame is Kent Sedgwick. I am interviewing Warren Meyer who has a long 
history as a pilot and in aviation, and was here at the Prince George Airport in World War Two. 
Also present here is Tommy NOI1on, who was a radio operator for the Department of Transport at 
the Airport in the war; and Trelle Morrow, who has an interest in aviation history. And along with 
us also is Bill Dodge, who is a friend of Warren's. And between the two of them they managed to 
fly Bill's plane here from the Seattle area for this interview. 

So we will srart off now. Warren, can you tell us a little bit about your biographical background: 
your family, your schooling, where were you born, that kind of thing? where 6TS.01.05 Tc 12.37.639 0 Td
(that )Tj
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biplane [PHOTO right], and lhe CPTP progranune became 
quite large. I stayed at Palo Alto Airport until April of \ 

1940, at which time I quit my job as an instructor at Palo 
Alto, and was hired as a first Officer with United Airlines, 

based at Salt Lake City. 

SEDGWICK: Warren, before you go any further; when you 
got into flying, when you took your initial training, did you 
feel it was just an interest, or was it kind of a calling? 

When did it become important to you? 

MEYER: Oh, well. From the time I was ten years old I was interested in airplanes and In 

flying, and I think it was always my first love, even when going to high school and college. It 
was my first love. 

SEDGWICK: It has obviously stayed with you for a few years [laughs] 

MEYER: Yes. And 1 paid for all my own flying. 1 sold my car to pay for flying licences; did 
everything I could to get through my commercial licence and instructor's licence, including 
working for five dollars a week sweeping the hangar out at Oakland. And finally made it big as 
an instructor at Palo Alto Airport, making $125 a month , with eight students. But I still wanted 
to be an airline pilot, not instruct. So I got my big chance, as I have said, in 1940, when I 
became a First Officer with United Airlines. 

SEDGWICK: What sort of aircraft was United flying in those days? WeH, what kind of 
aircraft did you fly with United, I guess I am 
saying? 

MEYER: After 1 became an airline pilot? 

SEDGWICK: Yeah. Type of aircraft. 

MEYER: When I became an airline copilot 
with United Airlines, I flew the Boeing 247 
transport [PHOTO above right] and the 

Douglas DC-3 transport [PHOTO 
below right]. At tbat time those 

were the only two airplane types 
that United had . 

SEDGWICK: And that was 
1940? 
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MEYER: Yes . D C - 3 .  A n d  t h e  
L o c k h e e d  L o d e s t a r  [ P H O T O  r i g h t ,  
s o m e t i m e s  n a m e d  L o a d s t a r  f o r  a 
c a r g o  v e r s i o n.] W e  i n t e r c h a n g e d ;  
w e  o w n e d  t h r e e  L o d e s t a r s  a n d  o n e  

D C - 3 .  

N O R T O N: W e  h a v e  b e e n  t a l k i n g  
a b o u t  t h e  a i r p o r t  w h e r e  T r e l l e  h a s  
e x p l a i n e d  w h e r e  it w a s .  W h e n  I c a m e  to P r i n c e  G e o r g e  in ' 4 2 ,  l a t e  ' 4 2 ,  t h e  a i r p o r t  l o c a t i o n  i s  
w h e r e  i t  is n o w, u p  o n  t o p  o f  t h e  h i l l  [ e a s t  o f e h e  F r a s e r  R i v e r ] .  A n d  i n  J a n u a r y  t h e  8 t h  o f  ' 4 2 ,  t h e  

r a d i o  r a n g e  b e a m  s i g n a l  w i t h  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  T r a n s p o r t  t h a t  h a d  b e e n  c o n s t r u c t e d  h e r e ;  w e n t  

i n t o  o p e r a t i o n  M o n d a y  f o r  t h e  
f i r s t  t i m e. T h a t  w o u l d  b e  
J a n uar y  8 t h ,  ' 4 2 .  C A R N E Y  H I L L  A I R P O R T  

S E D G W I C K: S 0 t h a t  

e f f e c t i v e l y  m e a ns t h a t  w a s  w h e n  
t h a t  a i r p o r t  b e g a n  to o p e r a t e ,  t h e  

p r e s e n l  o n e ?  N O R T O N :  We]], n o ;  

il o p e r a t e d  
b e f o r e  Ihat. T h i s  w a s  w h e n  t h e  
r a d i o  r a n g e  n a v i g a t i o n  c a m e  in. 
B u t  n o t  [ o p e r a t e d ]  f o r  a g r e a t  

l o n g  t i m e. B e c a u s e  w h e n, in 

e a r l y  '4 3 ,  r w a s  o n l y  h e r e  f o r  a 
s h o r t  w h i l e  at t h a t  [ t i m e ] ,  a n d  
t h e n  c a m e  b a c k  i n ,  o h ,  I d o n' t 
k n o w ;  F e b r u a r y  o r  M a r c h  o f  ' 4 3 .  
A t  t h a t  t i m e ,  t h e  o l d  a i r p o r t  w a s ,  
b y  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t ,  o f f i c i a l l y  

c l o s e d .  I t  w a s  n o t  o p e n  f o r  
l a n d i n g  o r  take-oIT: y o u  u s e d  t h e  
n e w  o o e .  A n d  t h a t  a r e a  w h ere i t  
w a s ,  [ t h e  a i r p o r t  at C a r n e y  H i l l ] ,  
y o u  c o u l d  s t i l l  s e e  i t s  o u t l i n e  
q u i t e  p l a i n  a t  ' 4 2 /'43 ; b u t  i t  i s  
v e r y  h a r d  to d e s c r i b e  t o d a y  

b e c a u s e  t h e  r o a d s  h a v e  c h a n g e d ;  
e v e r y t h i n g  h a s  c h a n g e d  [ A I R  
P H O T O  a t  r i g h t ] .  ceme t遥r餯餭~~-+,~. Hwy 1 6  C a r n ey HIli 

SOUTH I 

NORTH 1 9 4 8  a i r  p h o t o  4 RUNWAY 



SEDGWICK: Yeah - about where [the road called Recreation Place is today]. 

Norton: - About where the cemetery is [in the south], out there coming in from the north; it 

was a north/south runway. That's what Warren has just mentioned. And you came in over what 

is now Carrie Jane Gray Park. And you hit it [the runway] just about where the bypass is going 
across, where the [highway 97] overpass is over Massey, that would be the approximate [north] 
end and start of it. And then it went right up [0 Peden Hill. With Carney Hill off to your left side, 
yeah . 

SEDGWICK: These are some photos; L don ' t know where they came from. Are these 

Warren's photos? 

MEYER: Yeah, these are the ones I took. 

SEDGWICK: You look these? 

MEYER: 1 took these with a lillIe [camera]. 

SEDGWICK: And Trelle's got a couple here. Do you want to just describe a couple of things 
here'? 

MORROW: This is Camey Hill in the back here, what we are talking about. And the City 
of Prince George has a water tower up 
there, a water reservoir up there. This is 
the pboto that I have. A similar one, 
close lip. 

MEYER: Is that on here? 

MORROW: Yeah, it 's on here. 

Here's the building [adminislldtion 

office, PHOTO right] here. And this is 
taken by Ross Goodwin, who was one 
of the operators, radio operators. 

MEYER: Yeah, right. I know him, yeah. 

MORROW: This is one of Ross's photos . 

MEYER: This is the one sitting in front of the hotel [laughs]. 

SEDGWICK: Do you remember landing on the gravel? Was it a problem at all? 
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MORROW: Pan Am. That was a Pan Am vehicle, was it? 

MEYER: Oh, yeah. 

SEDGWICK: Parked at the hotel? 

MEYER: A magnifying glass would pull up the letters on that, which I forgot to bring; my 

magni fying glass . 

SEDGWICK: 

by 1941? 

I think it says Pan Am World Airways. So you were flying into Prince George 

MEYER: In '41. 

SEDGWiCK: And you started at the airport that is out at Carney Hill, the old dirt strip . But 
very quickly, 1 guess, your flights ended up at the sa-caIted new airport up on the hill, where the 
present one is. How many, how frequenl was your flying into here, into that new airport? 

MEYER: Well, it wasn't too frequent because, same time there in '42, 1 got on the run going 
out to Adak to Kodiak, Dutch Harbour and Adak. 
Sec, we had",Pan American had a contmct with 

the Navy, to fly men, equipment, everything. We 
had fifteen 



MEYER: Yes, it is way out. It is on the way to Am, to Kiska [Island] on the way, and Shemya 
[Island]. We called it "the Chain"; we new the Chain. 

NORTON: Just from memory, as I [remember], there were two contracts; one that Warren is 
talking about. Then, right through the '43, '44, Pan Am also had another contract: Seattle, Prince 
George, to Fairbanks, and there were up to two to three nights per day of the same thing: 
supplies to the US navy. And that's how they took them all up. Primarily what Warren is talking 
about, this is just memory, was personnel , people. The nights coming up here were DC-3s with 
nothing in them but freight room; there was no passenger seating. And it was primarily supplies 
and all kinds of the bulk SlUff. People went that way; the supplies went this way. And it is just 
memory and sketchy. But what Warren says: it was just basically what the deal was . 

SEDGWICK: Yeah, and it was a good contract. The contract is interesting, with the Navy. 

NORTON : Because the navy didn't have enough planes . Pan Am had all the planes. 

SEDGWICK: What 's this one [photo]. Trelle? 

MORROW: Now Warren, would this be one of your aircraft? You may have flown that 
aircraft. 

MEYER: Oh. yeah. We had three of them [Lodestars]. 

MORROW: Th.is i~ at Carney Hill, and this is at the old graveJ strip. And that would be .. .! 
think my date is probably correct. 

MEYER; It certainly is. 

MORROW: That could have been your aircraft? 

MEYER: That could be; it could be me sitting there; oh, absolutely. Yeah, absolutely, yeah. 

MORROW: These are the Lockheeds, or the Lodestar? 

MEYER: The Lodestar, yeah, right. I have these notes: I have some old log sheets here. In 
there, my log would have the munbers of the planes on. I am sure that it would bear out. You 
might see 'em there, triple ... you see those? Maybe you can see those numbers . [am sure it 
would show up on these old logs. 

MORROW: There's an NC - thirty-three, sixty-eight, three. 

SEDGWICK: Thirty-three. sixty-six. 
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MORROW: Three. 

DODGE: There illS, right 
there [PHOTO right]. 

SEDGWICK: Same aircraft? 
No kidding [Laughs]. 

DODGE: That's your old log 
sheets. That's your aircraft. 

NORTON: Isn't that something, 

eh? There's many more: oh, 

these are the small ones. 

MEYER: And these dates reflect the days I was in Prince George while they fixed the wing on 
my pKHt.7 0 es7 0 0 10.7 89.27 4KHt.7 0 es7 0 0 193W: 





SEDGWICK: 1 like the forklifts [men 



MEYER: Twelve days or something like this. Shows there; about twelve or thirteen days. 

Something like that It shows the dates. 



NORTON: No. 

MEYER: He came out of the bush up here. He was up at Takla, or Dease Lake, or somewhere 
up here, at the Pan Am radio station. We had a Pan Am radio station between here and 
Whitehorse on the ground. And a direct line - Dease Lake, or Takla, or one of those places - and 
he was there, and he went from there, here to Prince George. But as we approached CW, like 100 
miles out of Prince George or maybe eighty, we could start hearing him on the radio 
phone. We could barely hear. So that was the communication, the main communication: the 
whole damned thing was CW - day-day dar [Morse code] -, y'know. CWo Morse code. We had a 
radio operator on board, sitting right back of the captain, right here. And that was for 
communication. For navigation, we had the radio ranges: we did have radio ranges, you know, 
ANN, for all the way from here to Seattle. But no radio ranges from here to Whitehorse, you 
see. And so that was our navigation. Primary navigation. Also, what we really depended on 
was standard road gas stations [meaning unclear]. Like, when we went from here to Whitehorse 
direct, we depended on the radio standard broadcast station at Juno, wbich was a thousand kilo, it 
was KJNU or something like that. Y'know, the regular radio station was powerful, y'know: a 
thousand - it came on a thousand kilocycles. 

NORTON: A thousand watts. 

MEYER: That's where we would dial it in at thousand, eh. And it was powerful; way more 
powerful than the radio ranges. And so we would get a bearing as we went from here to 
Whitehorse, we got bearings on that station; that was our way. 

SEDGWICK: That's what the Japanese homed in on Pearl Harbour wasn'[ it: listening to the 
radio station? [Laughs] 

MEYER: Ob, absolutely. Oh, absolutely. 

NORTON: Y'know, as Warren mentions, Juno at a thousand. When Prince George opened, it 
was fifty. CKPG; so you can get an idea. And then it went to five [550 watts]. But that was 
quite a difference. 

MEYER: So anyway that was, in those days, that's how we navigated, and that's how we used 
it as we approached these airports. As we got within eif5at w3 02Tc 1.654 0 TTc 2.211 0 10.9456 0 0yei2 0 0 18m40.0175 Tc 0.0518 0 0s 11.0564 0-39.922 -1.28676 Tm
(to )T 0 0 11.2 7sbrc 1.803 0 9j
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(went )T8lj
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SEDGWICK: And the other one was the guys standing around, the security people. Maybe 
Warren can clarify that a little bit. 

MORROW: Now this 
photo here is up at what we 
call the new airport [PHOTO 
right, Lodestar]. And I have 
got 1943 on here. And we 
have got some white unifonns 
and armed guards and so on. 
Would they be navy personnel, 
riding in that aircraft? 

MEYER: You say riding in 
the airplane? No, no . These were Pan Am employees. 

MORROW: They had white uniforms. 

NORTON: Sure; these were Pan Am employees around here, with guns. 

MORROW: Did you have a white uniform, too? 

NORTON: Oh, no, no . A navy blue uttifonn. 

NORTON: So these are Pan Am employees. 

MEYER: Yeah, right. 

MORROW: And would they 
be Prince George people, or are 
they riding in the air? 

MEYER: No, no. These were 
local people; lived here, yeah. 
Here, Bill, is a great picture of that 
loop I kept telling you about. And 
this was how we really depended 
on them for navigational 
assistance : loops (direction 
finders]. See a loop right there 
[PHOTO right; on nose of OC-3 at 
Prince George Airport]. 

14 





NORTON: Yeah, l've got it. 

SEDGWICK: I was just wondering if Warren wanted to comment on the ice conditions, the 
winter conditions, and the snow clearing which looked a Iinle primitive. [Laughs] 

MEYER: Actually, there was no snow clearing. 

SEDGWlCK: No? 

NORTON: There it is. There is the first snow clearing machine in Prince George airport- '42 
and '43. They got it in the fall of '42. 

SEDGW]CK: That's it. That was a lot of clearing with one blade. 

NORTON: Well, it even had a fan; you could eject [snow]. 

SEDGWICK: But you say they didn't often clear the runway. You landed in snow? 

MEYER: Yeah. I'm trying to remember, yeah. It just sort of evaporated and stuff around: you 
landed in it. If it was a foot thick that was all right, or a foot and a half thick, that was all right. 

SEDGWICK: Trelle, you had a couple other things you were going to ask Warren about here. 

MORROW: I have a couple of historical items here perhaps we can look at. I got this dated 
'42, but 1 might be a bit late. 



MORROW: Yes, that's Ross's picture. 

NORTON: That is probcbly up North. 

SEDGWICK: You think it's not here? 

NORTON: [ don't think it is. 

MORROW: Well, according to Ross, it was here. 

NORTON : Well, that could be. But who knows. There's Jots of memory. 

MORROW: And talking about the army coming in here, too, and in 1941 there were two or 
three flights. Tommy, I think you mentioned there was five in one fljght of army planes in '41. 
This was before the war; before the us was in 
the war. 

MORROW: 
[PHOTO righl] 

Now, what are these? 

MEYER: Douglas B-18s, that's a 8-l8. 
That's a standard bomber. a standard bomber 
[PHOTO right]. 

MORROW: I have a photo 
of eight of these aircraft in a 
line; this is from up on Carney 
Hill [pHOTO right and below 
right]. So yours, yours had 
five. So there were probably 
several f1 ighLS through here. 

NORTON: This is March 27, 
'41. 

MORROW: And this is on the old 
gravel strip out there. But this is quiton yo8_0 1 Tf
0.0 175.7aty. Tm
(th7
(yours721
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MEYER: Billy Mitchell? 
earlier than [that]. 

No, he was 

MORROW: That would be 1934; there 

was four of them landed on this gravel strip 

out there [PHOTO below right]. 

MEYER: What year was that? 

MORROW: That'd be 1934. 

NORTON: I couldn't locate them, Trelle. But 

Frank Hewlett had some pictures from about 

that time of aircraft landing about where now 
the bypass highway is. 

MORROW: OK. The bypass highway 
was the first airport in Prince George, and 
Frank told me that it ran from Tenth Avenue 

down to Eighteenth Avenue, or maybe closer to 

Twenty-second. But that was used from 1920 
through to 1932. And then this is the second 
airport, which is 1932 to '42. And up now 
where we are today is airport number three, really, if you want to get technicaL 

NORTON: Those decades just fit, too, don't they? '22, '32, '42? 

SEDGWICK: There's that 
one I managed to clip [from the 
internet] - that's the first airport. 

MORROW: TIlls is the first 

airport; this IS the Nome flight 

from 1920. 

MEYER: Yeah, that's a DH-4: 
a de Havilland Four [PHOTO 

right]. 

MORROW: And there were 

four of them through here. Delivered the engines and all the rest of ie And they were in Prince 
George about ten or eleven days because two of them cracked a wing and damaged [it]; they 
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[Hwy 97N], Central Street (pHOTO right; 



Honolulu, to Wake Island, Lo Tokyo. Tokyo was Hanada; Hanada was the airport. And that was 
the Korean War airlift. Pan Am, it was big, and that went on until the Korean War ended, and 1 
was on that from the time I started unlil the time it ended, flying DC-4s. 

SEDGWICK: Yeah, OK. That clears that up, and I was kinda interested in that. 

SEDGWICK: Trelle, you mentioned Pacific Alaska: what was the other one you mentioned? 
Pacific ... Canadian Pacific? the i56wosORROW39 g
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MORROW: That was quite a connection, yeah. 

NORTON: That was a CF-CPA. 

MORROW: And it flew into Prince George? 

NORTON: Oh yes, CPA used it, [and also] the Lockheed Electra 
[PHOTO below right]. 

MORROW: I wonder if there are any photos of that around. 

NORTON: I've got one at borne. 

MORROW: Have you? 

NORTON: Yeah, but it is m a 
magazine . Yeah, I have a picture 
of it. As a matter of fact, yeah, I 
can get you one of them al 
Vancouver Airport. 

SEDGWICK: Did you have any more there you wanted to ask about TrelJe? There was the 
letter. 

MORROW: I have this letter, yes . 

SEDGWICK: Warren mjght be interested in seeing that. 

MORROW: 1 think those were aillhe photos that I brought. 

SEDGWlCK: OK. So there's the letter. 

MORROW: Because I am an airmail collector as well as an aviation buff, 1 found this letter 
in one of my airmail covers; a cover 
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MORROW: So 1 2m not sure where they [passengers on the Clipper] would have come 
from: perhaps Seattle, or San Francisco or somewhere. Anyway, they stopped over in 

Vancouver. 

MEYER: Yeah . I'm sure it was Seattle; it was Seattle, and they stopped over in Vancouver. 

Yeah. Well, that's certainly interesting, nice. 

SEDGWICK: So is that your sort of collection wound up, Trelle? Is that pretty well [it]. 

MORROW: Yeah, I think so . We ' ve looked at some photos here, and a letter and so on. 

SEDGWICK: And Tommy has quite a bit of it there too. Some things that you might wam 

[0 .. . 

NORTON : These are just little ones ; I had most of these blown up a little bit. These are just a 
few at the time when you [Warren] were in Prince George. These are all from the H. H. Douglas 
[commercial photographer in Prince George] collection. That 's Prince George, looking west 

[PHOTO above right) , and most of 

them are from up on Conn aught Hill. 
And (he steel blidge, and downtown. 

They are all Prince George, and they 
are almost all dated. You talked 
about the Prince George Hotel. And 
there it is there. This is 1939, and 
that is the old garage [PHOTO below 
right, white building at bottom] 

which was built by Vic Morgan. 

First building north of Vancouver 
with reinforced concrete walls. And it is still there [northwest comer of George Sl. and 7th Ave.]. 
The shell of the building is still there . This is May '47; that's the new high schoo!. They are just 
demolishing all that stJff there now 
[demolition of KGV school]. This is 
H. H. Douglas Prince George, 
looking west. That's what [hey called 

our barracks. 

SEDGWICK: Ask Warren if he 
remembers that at all. 

SEDGW1CK: Yeah. It is easy to 

forget that when you were here, 
Warren, Prince George in '42 was a 
pretty [laughs] tiny place . 
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NORTON: Yes. The town itself, when I came in '42, was 1,800 people. But then within a 
month there were 10,000 anny troops. 

MEYER: Those girls had it pretty good. 

[End of Side One] 

TAPE: SIDE TWO: 

NORTON: That's the ad 
building, the administration 
building 



SEDGWICK: The 
hangar is still there. 

NORTON: See, the inam 
road now, coming out from 
the ad building, comes 
right down in front of 
them . I have some other 
ones here of inside the 

place. There IS an 

interesting bunch [of 
photos]; they were all from 
the Prince George Citizen. 
This is all '46; they are all 
fellas you [Warren] may 
have run into in your career. No doubt about that. Somewhere along the line. 

SEDGWICK: Which is as it [the hanger, PHOTO below] is today. It has been modified but it 
is sti 1\ pretty interesting. 

NORTON: There is my pass to the airport : that is December '45, the last one I was issued. RCA: 
Royal Canadian Airpass . RCAF Station Prince George, Norton: Radio Operator for Depanment 
ofTransporl, Deputy Minister for Air. Those were all Prince George shots . 

SEDGWICK: Do you remember any of those fellows, Warren? 

MEYER: No, because it was a little bit before my time. Like this guy here . 

NORTON: He got the McKee Trophy for flying over the North Pole in '31. 

MORROW: Who was that: Gilbert? 
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NORTON: Gilberton, yeah; he was born Gilberton . Yeah, see Russ Baker was born 1900. He 

died in '58: he didn't live long. These are the 
inside of those barracks pictures. This was 
Christmas of '44, inside the barracks, and trus 
was the main lounge room [PHOTO right], 
these rooms. There's two, four, six, eight, ten, 
twelve private rooms. 

SEDGWICK: Now, of the fetlows who were 
in the barracks, could tbey also have families in 
town here? 

NORTON: No. 

MORROW: And Tommy got his 
name in print here [PHOTO right] -

SEDGWICK: These are single guys. 

MORROW: - he was running the 
airport taxi service [laughs]. 

• Airport 
Taxi Service 

Now open /01 b ... I" .... 
lI"ywtI .... In City or Dklrlcl. 

PROMPT AND COURTEOUS SERVICE . 

NORTON: That was when these pictures 
[were taken]. I had acte.ally left the airline 
lhen, and that's when they opened our 
airport in the Prince George Hotel; our 
offices were in the main lobby. This was 
in Christmas '42, and this was a 

Prlnca Geor;a Hotel Phone 9 
TOMMY HORTON. Moll ..... 

Department of Transport barracks. They 
were a stereotype around the whole country, and as a matter of fact you get into that, and then 
you come into here. Tbis is our operating room. The CO [commanding officer] of the airpon: 
couldn ' t come in; that is under War Regulations . He had to get permission. No personnel from 
the air force or American air force could come in here at all. And this was our boss: Archie 
Brundrett. That's the ftrst teletype in Prince George. 

MEYER: Talk about history! 

MORROW: Yeah, we gor9986 0 0 10.8 74.44 132
0.094 Tj
0.0481 Tc 2.6379 TmTc istory! 





MORROW; In 1943, the rate went up to seven cents; ainnaii. 

MORROW: But that is a Pan Am label there. And that kind of thing was used for 
advertising purposes, to passengers and so 00. 

MEYER: It just went to thirty-eight cents now in the US for a standard stamp. 

SEDGWICK: We're fifty-two now [in Canada], or something? 

MORROW: 1 think it's still fifty-one. 

NORTON: Did you notice the 
airplane on that [stamp]? It's a 
Harvard [PHOTO right] he was 
talking about [it) earlier. 

MORROW: 
yeah. 

Oh, on that stamp, 

SEDGWICK: Looks like that big 
engine on the front there. 

MORROW: That's to do with 
the Commonwealth Air Training 
Progranune. 

MEYER: Yes, it's a Harvard, see. 
Sure it is 

DODGE: I got delayed going to Penticton the same time because the Harvard behind the one 
he was riding in, ground-looped; closed the runways. 

NORTON: You know, Trelle's quite efficient, the way he puts [info on it] but 1 have been 
collecling stuff around; no names on it, throw it away, and the rest of it. Yeah, and here js a real 
interesting aside about the war and war time. We were operators up there, and this one fellow 
[George Tritton], he worked with us and was here for a couple or three years. And on August 
14th, or whatever, the J-Day in August of '45, he walked into the boss and he says, you can take 
this job and shove it up your ass . And he walked out and climbed on the airplane, and so that 
was it; never saw him [again]. Until 1 got, through a multitude of fTiends, this feHow [and he] 
said well, I knew a 



'em all then, and got it. And I'll be damned ifhe didn't pass away just earlier this year. So I am 
kinda glad I sent 'em all off. The world is very tight in its circles [laughs] sometimes. 

SEDGWICK: One thing we would maybe really like to get your comment on, Warren. You 
flew up here with Bill, in his aircraft. I understand you were flying it part of the way or 
something. But you followed your old route along the canyon? 

MEYER: Right. Right up the river. 

SEDGWICK: Do you want to just talk a little bit about that? And what it was like following 

that now, and what you remember from before and so forth: just about the canyon trip . 

MEYER: Right. We flew the canyon in those days when the weather was bad. That was our 
route both ways: Seattle up here, and this way back to Seattle. See, our certificate was Day 
Contact: we couldn't fly at night. And we couldn't fly IFR instruments, or on top . That was out : 
only day contact. And so the weather being like it is and everything, you know, and like it is in 
the Pacific Northwest, a heck of a lot of flying in Day Contact, was down the canyon, you know. 

And that was a long time ago that I did that, and especially coming out of Abbotsford. 

SEDGWICK: You came through Abbotsford. 

MEYER: Yeah. because when we left Abbotsford yesterday, we followed the Fraser, the Fraser 
River, right up to Hope, you know. 

DODGE: J flew the ten minutes from Bellingham, and Warren flew the r s 4 4  3 7 9 . 9 4 0 7 1 . 7 4 3 3 8 0 0  T d 
 ( f l e w  ) T j 
 0 . 0 1 I  



SEDGWICK: Bet one of the biggest things you probably saw was the huge power lines now 
that run down through that corridor. 

MEYER: Yeah. Yea.1, we commented on that; there was a big right of way that they had to 
make through the timber and 



couldn't make it, we would have to tum around and come back; make a hundred and eighty­

degree tum, you know, because of the rain; you couldn't see. 

SEDGWICK: Did you ever get pushed off course, have to land somewhere else? I don't know 

where )Iou would land: Kamloops, or ... 

MEYER: No, no. We needed to come back here. Coming this way, we used to go back to 
Seattle (general laughter J. 

NORTON: 



MEYER: Little bit closer to Prince. So it would be about 150 miles south of Whitehorse? 
Dease Lake: 150 miles south of Whitehorse, or 200. 

NORTON: It is a little closer to Prince George say, if you are talking 200, it would be 175 or ... 

MEYER: The reason I was asking you is because back there I remember this incident, it was 
1943, maybe, or 42, we had a Captain Knox, Bill Knox. And he was flying a Lodestar, which we 
have a picture of right there. I wasn't on the plane, however 1 was on the ground in Whitehorse 
because the weather was bad. And he was trying to get into Whitehorse from Prince George in 
this Lodestar. And the Lodestar didn't have quite the 





SEDGWICK: We will get all this packaged up, and it will all get into the archives. We will 

put some 
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