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MLA   Modern Language Association Citations 
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In-Text Citations (also known as Parenthetical Citations)  
 

1. When you incorporate another’s words, facts, or ideas in a direct quotation or a parenthetical citation, you 
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MLA 9th edition –  Example 
 

 
 
The citation will then be written into an entry on the "Works Cited" page like this: 
 

Reider, Noriko T. “The Appeal of Kaidan Tales of the Strange.” Asian Folklore Studies, 
vol. 59, no. 2, 2000, pp. 265-83. Academic Search Premier, 
search.proquest.com/docview/224527484?accountid=14244. 
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Books, Book Chapters, & Related Items  

Core Elements: Author. Title of Source. Publisher, Publication Date.  

Book: 1 Author  
 

Format:  
Last name, First name Middle name or initial. Title of Book: Subtitle. Publisher, Publication 

Date. 
 
In-text citation: (Author Last Name Page Numbers) 
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 Clarke, George Elliot. “What was Canada?” Is Canada Postcolonial: Unsettling Canadian 
Literature?, edited by Laura Moss, Wilfrid Laurier UP, 2003, pp. 27-39. Google Books, 
books.google.ca/books?id=MuR0CwAAQBAJ&pg1257. 

 
In-text citation: (Clarke 28) 

Electronic Book 
from a Database  

Format:  
Author Last Name, First Name or Initial. Title. Publisher, Publication Date, Title of Container 

(Database). 
 

Example:  
 Dahlqvist, Anna. It’s Only Blood : Shattering the Taboo of Menstruation. Zed Books, 2018. 

EBSCOhost, 
https://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?direct=true&db=nlebk&AN=1781582&site=eh
ost-live&scope=site. 

 
In-text citation: (Dahlqvist 53) 

 

Edited Book/Editor 
as Author  
 

Format:  
Editor Last Name, First Name or Initial, editor (or editors). Title. Publisher. Publication Date. 
 
Example:  
Carne, Mark, et al., editors. Shell Games: Studies in Scams, Frauds, and Deceits. Centre for 

Reformation and Renaissance Studies, 2004.  
 

In-
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Corporate Author  
 

Format:  
Author. Title of Book. Publisher, Publication Date. 
 

Example:  
 

Canadian Institute of Forestry. Success Stories from Canadian Forests. Canadian Institute      
of Forestry Publications, 2016. 

 
 

In-text citation: (Canadian Institute of Forestry 13-14)  

 

Poem in an 
Anthology  
 

Format:  
Author Last Name, Author First Name or Initial. “Title of Poem.” Title of Anthology, editor (or 

editors), Version (if applicable), Publisher, Publication Date, Location (pages). 
 

 

Example:  
Atwood, Margaret. “Habitation.” The Norton Anthology of Modern Poetry, edited by Richard 

Ellmann and Robert O’Clair, 2nd ed., Norton, 1988, p. 809.  
 

In-text citation: 

Margaret Atwood suggests that “Marriage is not / a house or even a tent / it is before that, and 
colder” (p. 809). 
 

Notes:  
�x When inserting poetry in an essay, use a forward slash at the end of each line of 

poetry. If quoted line in poetry starts with a capital letter, leave it in upper case, even in 
the middle of the sentence. 

�x If the book is a second or revised edition, place this information after the editors or 
after the title if no editors. 

 

Encyclopedia Entry: 
Print  
 

Format:  
Author (if applicable). “Title of Entry.” Title of Book. edited by, Edition, Publisher, Publication 

Date, Location (page). 
 

Examples:   
Signed -  

 

Unsigned -  

 

In-text citation: (“The Dayak” 420)  
 

Notes:  
�x If published electronically, include URL after page number. 
 
 

 

Entry in an Online 
Reference Work  
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Government Debate 
Retrieved From 
Internet  

Format:  
Authors in Debate. “Title of Debate,” Type of Debate, Publication  

Date, Location (URL). Date of Access. 
 
Example:  
Dosanjh, Ujjal, and Geoff Plant. “Family Relations Amendment Act, 1997,” Debates of the 

Legislative Assembly of British Columbia, 14 July 1997, 
bclaws.ca/civix/document/id/lc/billsprevious/2nd36th:gov31-1. Accessed 14 Oct. 2008. 

 

 
In text: (Dosanjh and Plant) 
 

Law or Statute:  
Web Source  
 

Format:  
Author (City or Country, Dept. Name). “Title of Law including sections or chapter numbers.” 

Publisher, Publication Date. URL. 
 

Example:  
Government of British Columbia. “Child Care Subsidy Act, RSBC 1996, c. 26.”, 16 Sept. 2009. 

https://www.bclaws.gov.bc.ca/civix/document/id/complete/statreg/96026_01 
 
In text: (Government of British Columbia) 
 

Journal Articles  

Core Elements: Author. Title of Source. Title of Container, Number,  Publication Date, 
Location. Title of 2nd container, Location.  

Journal Article: 
Retrieved From 
Database  
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Newspaper Article: 
Retrieved From 
Internet  
 

Format:  
Last name, First name Middle name or initial (if available). “Title of Article.” Title of Newspaper, 

Publication Date (day and month as well as year), Location (URL). 
 

Example:  
 “Readings and Arts at Woodhaven Eco Centre.” Kelowna Capital News. 10 June 2015, 

www.kelownacapnews.com/entertainment/306804941.html. 

In text: (“Readings”) 
Note: 

�x If no author, use first word or two of title for in-text citation. 

 

 

 

 

Web Documents  
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Blog Posting  Format:  
Author Last Name, First Name or Initial (or Username). “Title of Blog Post.” Title of Blog, 

Publication Date, URL. 
 

Example:  
Fleming, Anne. “About Anne.” Anne Fleming, 2016, annefleming.ca. http://blogpost.org. 
 

In-text citation: (Fleming) 

 

Media 

Core Elements: Author.  Title of Source.  Title of Container, Publisher, Publication Date, 
Location. Optional Element – Date of Access.  

Film: Writing about 
Film in General  
 

Format:  
Title of film
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Note:  

�x For in-text citations, enter only as much information as is necessary to get you to the 
appropriate place in your Works Cited list. (p. 116) 

Social Media:  
Facebook  

Format:  
Author Last Name, First Name or Initial (if available). “Title.” Internet Site. Publisher (if 

applicable), Publication Date.URL. 
 
Example:  
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